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OFF I CERS

A Doorway for the Word
Excerpts from the finnl parugra1ihs of Or. Ric hard
Caemmc rcr's address delivered at t he convent io n services o n Sundny m orning
tor ium.

in

the Univers ity

audi-

"It is becoming harder and harder for Christian people to keep uppermost the priorities of
the Spirit, the things of the Kingdom of God.
It is becoming harder to kee p talking about
Jesus Christ as Savior. But that sort of talking is all important if men are to keep the Spirit alive in themselves a nd in the church. Hence
we are so happy that you people from all over
our land and church can be linked together in
this Christian enterprise. It is forcing you to
think through what J esus Christ means to you
and to the young people of today. It is forcing
you to talk to each other and to many other
people of our church, the great aims of God a nd
His goals for His people, namely that they live
their life today and tomorrow by faith in Christ
Jesus. Well, do you see what God is doing?
He is opening a door of utterance, a doorway
for the Word, the Word of Christ.
"Valparaiso University owes you a great debt
of gratitude for your efforts on its behalf. But
you yourselves owe God a great debt of gratitude that He is using yo ur activities on behalf
of this school in order to deepen the life of the
Spirit within you and to convey it to many
others. For you are not just collectors of
money, you are distributors of the Spirit of the
living God. May our gracious L ord Himself
continue to encourage you and to quicken you
through His Spirit, that your speech might be
filled with the good word about our Savior a nd
your lives crowded with the energies for His
high tasks."
Two
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Xeport of tlte ;Notional President
E.

September 27lh , 1952
"B ehold, I h a ve set before thee an open
door ."
This is the theme of our annual convention. The words ar e the words of Christ to
His church in Philadelphia and a re recorded in
lhe 3rd chapter of R evelation. Christ gave the
Philadelphia church a n open door, the open
door of God's grace for th e preac hing of His
Gospel. Christ is still the same. H e opens
doors to fields of la bor. One is the door to th e
lield of Christia n ed ucation, an example of
which is Valparaiso University a nd its auxiliaries. By the grace of God a group of consecrated Christians forming the Lu theran University Association acquired this University.
By the grace of God, the Valparaiso University
Guild was organized. B y the grace of God,
lhe Unive r sity and the Guild have grown and
prospered. Viewing the open door as a sym bol
of opportunity, the opportuni ty for growth and
service, we unhesitatingly appropriate the
words, "I have set before thee an open door,"
as a fitting theme for this 21st annual conve ntion of the Valparaiw University Guild. We
gr atefully acknowl edge Christ as the Author
and humbly implore Hi.:; blessing upon our deliberation this day.
In the 12 months tr.at have gone by since our
last convention, your a dministrative commi ttee,
in conductng t he work of the Guild, met four
times, y our Exe cu tive Board, twice. The Executive Board meeting in February was well attended as was also the pre-convention meeting
of the Executive Board held yesterday af ter noon. T he five State Unit meetings, which
were held last fa ll in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
Grand Rapids, Mich., Chicago, Ill., Lancaster ,
Ohio, a nd La P orte, Ind ., wer e impressively successful in program and attendance and were
well organized. Mrs. Heidbrink, your executive secretary, and I attended ~ach meeting to
present reports from the national convention.
Representing the Guild, I attended the two
day sessions of the University Board of Director s and the National Advisory Board of the
Lutheran University Association last November an d three meetings of the Board of Dir ec tors of th e Valparaiso University Association. At these meetings I was given the opportunity to report on the progress bei ng made
in Guild work. As your president, I attended
also the dedication of the new EngineeringNovember, 1952
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Fine Arts building-named the Dr. Frederick
William Kroencke Memorial Building - a nd
was present at the Spring Commencement
ceremonies.
I recall with pleasu re attending the silver
tea sponsor e d by the Indianapolis, I ndia na,
chapter at which I , with Mrs. H eidbrink and
Mrs. Tangerman from the Univer sity in the
receivin g line with the hostess, Mr s. Schricker,
wife of Gov. Schricker , was privileged to greet
J ver two hundre d guests. Guild members a nd
friends. This tea was indeed a l ovely open
door to new friends for the Univer sity and the
Guild.
Congr atulatory messages were sen t to th e
Cleveland Chapter, celebrating its 20th anniversary last J anuary, and to the Saginaw Cha pter , observing in its 1952-53 calendar its 20th
a nniversary year. To the president of the
Central Illinois LWML, m eeting in Springfield,
Illinois, I conveyed in person the good wishes
of o ur Administrative Committee for a successful con vention. And, I addressed the women
of the Decatur, Illinois, Chap ter at a r egular
meeting.
This year , again, has brought us two Guild
editions of the Valpara iso Universi ty Bulletin,
Nov. '51 and June '52, w ith comprehensive r eports of Guild business at the 195 1 annual convention and the meeting of t he Exec utive
Board in F ebruary and the rep orts of your
pre:;ident and executive secr etary. An interesting picture of Guild activities, past and
present, is found in the a r ticles headed Memories, Convention Highlights, a nd Chapter
Chatter . To our executive secr etar y must go
the credit for these beautifully ed ited numbers.
When you hear the r eport of our treasurer,
yo u will no doubt experien ce a warm glow
of satisfaction. Two years ago we ente red
upon our new project with a little feeling of
skepticism. The physical rehabilitation of t he
campus could not provide the appeal of a Guild
H all or a Prayer Chapel.
T her e would
be no specific spot or building to w hich to
" point with pride." The project r eceipts show
the needlessness of ou r fears. W e commend
the presiden ts and faithful members of our
many Guild Chapters for th eir r eady r esponse
to th e needs of the University.
Your exec utive secr etar y w ill presen t two
newly organized Chapters to you this morning.
In this connection I would like to turn the spot
T hree

light of your atte ntion upon an event of this
p ast summer which may prove significant in
our program of expansion. In t he evening session of the meeting of the Valparaiso University Circuit Chairmen , July 21st, the question ,
"How Can We Organize more Guild Chapters?"
w as presented. At this mee ting of about two
hundred clergymen, who represe nt Valparaiso
in Circuit meetings t hroug hout Synod , Mrs.
H eidbrink and I wer e granted time to speak
about the G uild and Guild work. Our problems, the problems connected especially w it h
the program of expansion received an attentive
::ind, I believe, a sympathetic hearing. We were
ass ured of cooperation by a number of pa stors
a nd we fe el t ha t we a r e not being over-optimistic in our expectation that new chapters
may be added in the near future, that this
m eeting indeed w ill have been an open door to
new fie lds for chapter organizations.
We are very grateful for the willing· cooperation of our nine field secretaries, who continue
~h eir efforts in the program of expansion. We
are encouraged to look for open doors to
gr eater service in the earl y plans of our State
Unit officers for bigger and better State Unit
mee tings. Again we are indebted to the local
chapter of the Valparaiso University Guild for
the many hours of work expended in our behalf to make our convention here possible and
pleasura ble, and to the Crown Point chapter
for th e gracious hospitality in our social
hour last evening. To the chairmen and membe rs of our committees contributing to the

program of the Guild, we express our appreciation and gratitude.
We ar e deeply grateful to Dr. Kretzmann
for his assistance. Dr. Kretzmann has been
generous with his time in all our meetings and
ha s been most helpful to the Administrative
Committee when in consideration of particular
problems he has been called upon for guidance
and advice.
To bring to a close thls report, in w hich I
have tried to present the work of the Guild
a nd its officer s in its brightest l ight, I would
add my per sonal confession of procrastination,
:)f opportunities not grasped, of good intentions
not realized. Professor John Strietelme ier in
a chapel address, M a n's Weakness and God's
Supply, printed in the Guild Bulletin last
June, quoted Robert Louis Stevenson's observation, '"Life is not designed to minister unto
man's vanity," and in the penultimate paragraph of his address says this, " What is important is that, having been fr eely justified by the
gr ace of God , we cheerfully and faithfully do
th e work assigned us and gratefully acknow ledge that the power, if any , is of God."
"Behold , I have s~t before thee an open
door." W e need but remember then that our
God, who opens doors, who provides the opportunities, w ill be with us to bless our efforts
as we labor in the field w hich is ours. The
ope n door-our challenge. Are we ready, are
we willing to m eet it?
God grant i t!

MRS. E. T. J. BIRNER meeting with national officers a nd the presidents of state units. Standing , left to right:
Mrs. Birner, M rs. W . Fe ue rpfe il, Miss Irma Lange, Mrs . Fred Firchau, Mrs. W. P. Holtz .. Seated, left to right:
Mrs. Wm. Ste infe ldt, Mrs. E. V . Bartholomew, Mrs. Leona rd Oehmke, Mrs. W . A . Drews, Mrs. C. R. Heidbrink.
Fou r
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Sep temb er 27, 1952

My dear Fellow-workers:
September marks the beginning of a new
Guild year. Newly elected officers and reelected officers have pledged themselves to
carry out the respon sibilities of their offices.
For many members this will be the first year
of activity. To you I extend my heartiest
congratulations and best wishes. It is my si ncer e hope that much joy and happiness will
come from your membership. One cannot fully
appreciate the good such an organization as
the Guild can do until one becomes a member.
When yo u are called upon to lend some service
from which you and the University and the
Church w ill benefit, you w ill realize that the
J,Jrinciples and objectives of the Guild require
vision, character, dedication to high ideals, and
untiring effort on the part of each member. Our
chapters are noted for undertaking big tasks.
Projects and results may vary,- just as the
chapters var y in their interests and abilities,but some unknown force se ems to fuse the results into a strong unit of power that makes the
Guild a highly respected University organization. This is the time of the year, then, for us
to pledge again our loyal cooperation; it is the
time of the year, a lso, for us to seek new projects and new opportunities,-remembering
again that personal contact and kindness to
others in our every-day living and in our chapter routine is sometimes more appreciated than
financial success. We must remember , too, that
service to the Guild and to the University is a
living, vital experience e ssential to the life of
the Guild and the University.
I am speaking of the power of women-thousa n ds of women- held together by a common
bond of doing good to others. The coordinated
dforts of the thousands of women in our church
can stagger the imagination as it breaks down
walls erected by years of indifference to the
program of the University for the ed ucation of
the young people i n our church.
Suppose we pause for a moment to consider
the innumerabl e examples of good done by the
Gu ild for the University since the inception of
the organization of the Guild. Big things, little
things-but all good things! In all corners of
the campus there are numerous illustrations of
kindness and good deeds through the years.
Have you ever thought how much less the University woul d have for its program without our
concerted efforts to further culture, education,
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and service? I am sure you will agree we have
rlone fine work for the University and the
Guild also during the past year. We have
worked hard, and we have worked together.
We have helped whenever and wherever we
have been needed,-and we have enjoyed doing
it.
Can you imagine what a million women
throughou t our church could do if they combined their efforts in doing service for the University and the Guild? Our biggest problem
continues to be that of expansion-trying to
interest the women of the church at large to
!nclude Valpar aiso University and the Guild in
their activit ies. We must continually be knocking at doors all over this great nation so that
more women will hear the story of the Guild
and its objectives. I appeal again to each and
every member of the Guild to use her influence
nnd to give of her time, so that many more organ ized chapter s w ill be bro ught into the Guild.
Additional m embers mean more financial aid
for the current expenses of the University,and additional chapters mean greater efforts in
promoting the project adopted by the national
Gu ild.
Oui- n ine field secretaries have been working
since the close of the convention in September
of 1951. We pay homage and gratitude for their
£:fforts on behalf of the Guild. At this time we
can report the organization of two new chapters. The Catawba County chapter i n North
Carolina, which includes members from Conover, Newton and Hickory, N. C., was organized on April 1, 1952, with twenty-two members. Their work for the Guild began with
the beginning of the new fiscal year, J uly 1. On
our visit to Conover, North Carol ina, we found
among our friends there a tremendous sympathetic inter est in the University and its work,
and it was with a r ich degree of satisfaction
that we were give n their assurance to be of real
help to the Guild. We have with us today the
fi rst president of the Catawba County Chapter,
Mrs. George Gilbert of Newton , N. C.
We welcome this new chapter into the Guild.
On A ugust 26 a new Guild chapter was esta blished in Warren, Ohio. When we became
aware of a real interest and desire in that community to j oin hands with us in the Guild's
program, we called upon Mrs. W. N . Hoppe,
our parliamentarian and one of our former national presidents, to go to Warren, Ohio, to pre>ent the work of the Guild to the women in
that community. As you k now, at the present
Five

time we do not have a field secretary in Ohio.
Our requests to a number of women in Ohio to
serve in this capacity have not met w ith s uccess. However , I am su re that somewhere in
tha t great State of Ohio a well qualified Guild
member w ill be will ing to assume the responsibility of this position . When we approache d
Mrs. Hoppe she grac iously consented to go to
Warren and she did a magnificent job of telling
the Valpo story. T hr oug h her efforts we have
today a new chapter in W arren, Ohio. T he temporary chairman of that chapter is with us,
Mrs. Carleton Fix, as well as the vice-president,
Mrs. Farley, and we a r e very happy to welcome th em in to the na tional Guild.
I should like to introduce our field secretc:ries to you, so that all of you will know who
they ar e and will feel free to discuss chap te r
possibilities with the m during this convention:
Northern Ill. ........ Mrs. G. E. P e nsen
Southern Ind . . . Mrs. C. E. Weste rmeie r
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. M. F. Borgel t
Wiscon sin ........ .... Mrs. Paul Roehrs
Northern Ind . . . Mrs. E. V. Bartholomew

Michiga n ........ .. Mrs. Otto Rosenbush
Mrs. Carl Thrun
New York ....... . .. Mrs. Wm. Haeseler
Eastern Dist. .... .... Mrs. Roy C. Frank
Each member of the Guild has a l ot of
friends who need the Guild, a nd whom the
Guild needs. The connecting link will be yourself. Who was the connecting link that brought
y ou into the Guild? Put that same feeling into
the hearts of several of yo ur friends by getting
them as members. We need your friends so
they may take advantage of the great opportunities that lie ahead of us,-to help open up
wider the door of service. Our tomorrows are
beckoning us wi th golden finger s. W e must
di.re big things, and thirst for that which is
fine. We must light our lamps, and through
t he open door go on the quest for an ever
greater, finer , and bigger Guild organization.
It is our hope that the Lord of the Church will
continue to send us women who, by the grace
of God, have found a creed for th eir souls and
a fire for th eir hea rts which will give them the
power to s urrende r their lives on a lta rs greater

NATIONAL OFFICERS, left to right: Mrs. William Ste infeldt, Mrs. William A. Drews, Mrs. E. V. Ba rtholomew,
Mrs. E. T. J . Birne r, Mrs. Roy C. Frank, Mrs. C. R. Heid brink, Mrs. Leonard Oe hmke.
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than men can build. As we have acknowledged so many times in the pa~t,-we know
that because someone else lived sacrificially,
we live on the fruit of their labors. We must
a lways remember that what we have and what
we enjoy came to us out of the blood and sweat
a nd tears of those who came ahead of us.
One of the most important things in proper
college training is that it enables a man or woman to examine evidence critically a nd to arrive at correct conclusions; to h ave the opportunity to become adequately trained for some
useful vocation,-and, as enlighten ed citizens,
to participate in the councils of the nation. In
addition, here at Valpo we will not le t them
forget God. Through the Word, spok en each
morning at chapel in this auditorium , through
the little chapels in the dormitories, through
vespers in the r esidence halls each evening,
the men and women on our campus are held
close to God and their Savior. This is the reason we can look confidently toward tomorrow.
That is the Open Door.
The Guild h as the joy of knowing that the
reality of a prayer chapel on the new campus
is one of its goals in the years that lie ahead.
Here all who enter to worship-especially
when day is done-will sense His presence,
more sacred a nd serene than ::;unset on quiet
hills and still waters. When the day has slipped behind them with its joys and sorrows, its
laughter and tears, its victories and defeats,
our young people will pause here in the vesper
twilight to commune with their Lord,-asking
Him to breathe over their souls the benediction
<'f His peace and to speak to them the assurC1nce of His forgiveness. And to those whose
cheeks are flushed with victory, who have sown
well and reaped abundantly, H e w ill give His
g race to carry a full cup humbly. They will
know that within the sanctuary of their heave:nly Father 's heart there is ever a shelter for
a ll baffled minds and burdened hearts, and
from Him they will seek counsel and th e consolation of His understanding love. They will
reach past the things they cannot understand to
catch the hand of God who understands them.
In the midst of the campus tumult and turmoil
they would be still and know that He is God.
And H e will give them the quiet ce rtainty that
over all their ways broods His wisdom and
love, and that behind a ll darkness there is the
radiance of His glory. And unto Him, with
•.vhom there are no se tting suns or ebbing tides,
they will commit their ways.- This has been
another door kept wide open because of your
love for the souls of young m en and young women. I should like to call it the Open Door of
Mercy. Through your me morial wreaths you
have contributed more than $1,900.00 to our
chapel fund this year. For this you have our
November, 1952

deepest gratitude. These golden dreams will
not be denied. You have been loyal to your
heavenly visions and faithful to your highest
trusts.
The card on which you indicate your me morial wreath contributions may need to be explained briefly. As you know, it is a three fold
card. The first two pages (or the double
fold) should be properly inscribed by
you, and only those two pages should be sent to
the family of the loved one. The third page
should be torn off at the perforated fo ld, and
this single page is given to your local chapter
treasur er. This third fold gives the amount of
yo ur contribution. After the chapter treasurer
has made the necessary notations in her
1·ecords, sh e sends the contribution to our national treasurer together with the name to be
memorialized and the name of the chapter, so
t:h at the chapter gets credit. If you desire, the
local chapter treasurer will then return this
third fold to you,-but this is not necessary.
You may let her know what your wishes are
in the matter.
Many of you have sen t your chapter program booklets to my office, and I wish to commend you for the excellent manner in which
many of them are prepared. I am sure that t he
programs p lanned for the entire year will be
of gr eat benefit to the members of your chapter.
The " Guild Specia l" for 1952 was again
given to the recreation room in Guild H all, and
consists of a number of pieces of furniture of
the same make and design as tha t given last
year for the r ecreation room in Guild H a ll. You
will r emember that that furni ture is made by
t·he Heywood-Wakefield Co., built of solid,
sturdy wood frames of Ashcraft. The furniture purcnased during the past two years for
this r ecreation room, together with the radiophonograph, gives the girls in Guild Hall a
well-furnished, comfortabl e and attractive
room for recreation.
While you are on campus many of you will
no doubt visit the beautiful little chapel in
Guild Hall. You will notice the ad dition of
:ome fine piece)s of brass for the altar. The
br ass candlesticks are a memorial to Miss Margaret Averill of the Milwaukee Evening chapter. The cross and the missal sta nd were presented to the University by the Central District
of the Lutheran Women's Missionary League at
its r ecent convention held on the Valparaiso
campu:;. In this tangible way they said "Thank
you" for l etting them come to our campus for
their convention.
State Unit meetings were held last fall in
Minneapolis, Minn.; Grand Rapids, Michigan;
Chicago, Ill.; Lancaster , Ohio; LaPorte, Indiana.
In each instance the programs for the business
sessions and for the social periods were excelSeven

lent. I felt that t he gracious hospitali ty extended and the fr iendly atmosphere that preva iled,-co upled w i th t he val uable service rendered the University at th ese meetings,-emphasized again the importance of the State
Ur.its. Your continued inter est in and suppor t
of this part of our work w ill pr ovide a defin ite
stewardship of a nd responsibility for the purposes a nd obj ectives of the Guild.
State Un it meetings for the fall of 1952 have
ngain been arranged by the officers of the various State U ni ts. I sh all ask the S tate U nit
presidents to give the dates and places of their
respective meetings:
Ill inois-Missouri-Mrs. W. P. Holtz (Aurora,
Oct. 18).
Wisconsin-Mrs. W. Feuerpfeil (Wausau,
Oct. 14).
Indiana-Miss Ir ma Lange (Gary, Oct. 18).
Ohio-Mrs. E". S . Snyder (Van Wert, Oct. 22).
Mich igan-Mrs. F r ed Fir chau (Sebewai ng,
Oct. 28 ) .
I would suggest you urge the member.> of
:y our chapters, especially those who cannot get
10 the national convention, to attend the State
meetings. T here are some excellent programs
plan ne d, a nd attendance by ma ny m em ber s w ill
bring rich rewards to your respective chapters.
I a lso have a s uggestion for those chapters acting as hostesses to the State Unit meetings.
There are no doubt many women in your local
congregation or congregations who are not
member s of the G u.ild . P lease invite the m es.

'

pecially to attend the State Unit meeting being
held in your midst. It is not only a courtesy
to all women of the congr egation , but it may
also be the means of creating an ever greater
interest in the work of the University a nd the
G uild.
Our supply of Guild p ins,- orde red about
two year s ago-was e xha usted , and it was
necessa r y lo order another supply. To our conste rnation w e found that the cost of these pins
had advanced so much since two years ago that
!t is necessary to charge $6.50 for the pin and
g uard. This is absolutely cost price, includi ng
of course the ever-present tax. I a m mentioning this in my r eport at this ti me beca use ma ny
of you or der one of the:;e pins fo• the purpose
of presenting it as a g ift to your retiring chapte r president.
Many of you have done outsta nding work in
bringing to the a ttention of high sc:·10ol seniors
the progr a m of t::e Univer si ty and a ll it offer s
our students. Ma ny of you ar e directly or ind irectly responsible for helping to swell the
number of freshmen who came to our campus
this fall. It is one of the f inest cla::;ses to enter
th e University. You have ope ned wide the
door w hich t he Lord of t he Chur ch has broug ht
to your attention. We ar e dee ply grateful to
:vou fo r yo ur record of contributing to the
manhood and womanhood of these young men
and young women. You have ope ned for
them the door of power, helping them to be
l oyal to t heir heavenly visions in addition to

MRS . E. W. SCHULTZ of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, first national president of the Guild, talking w ith President
Kretzmann after she had presented three Bibles (seen on table) to the University as a gift from the past
pre sidents of the Guild.
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l e:«rning discipline , res pon sibility , and the will
to wor k.
I woul d suggest that in your community yo u
ope n the door of publicity for the program of
the University and the Guild. Through personal contact try t o establish friend ly r elations
with the woman's e ditor of your pa per . Plan
your publicity e a rly for e very project, a nd the n
follow up with a s tory after the project has
been prese nted. E ver y bit of pu blicity you can
gi ve to the work of the Guild and the Unive r sity will make the Unive rs ity better known in
your comm un ity and w ill make it more important in t he eyes of those w ho have not known
a bout Valparaiso Universi ty.
F or the r ecord I should like to state that the
u sual convention F LASH was not published
this year because it m ean t the saving of considerable a moun t of mon ey. The re was ample
room in the J une issue of th e Guild Bulleti n to
prin t t he r eservati on blank for the convention ,
-to which was a ttached a footnote to the effec t that the FLASH would not be sent out
t his year. So th at no one woul d be without a
:·eservation blank, I sent an extra s upply of the
June iss ue of the Bulletin to each preside nt, enclosi ng also a tentat ive age nda fo r the mee tin gs
cf the conve ntion , as well as a letter to each
pres ident concerning the conve ntion. I asked
t he presidents t o sha re this informa ti on with
their Guild members at the first meeting of th e
new fiscal year.
Since w e last me t in convention a copy of
the r ev ised By-l aws of the Guild has been
mailed to each member of the Guild. I h ope
that all of y ou have r ead these By -Laws so
th a t you are familiar wi th the rules and r egul at ions covering the activ it ies of th e Guild.
At this nationa l conventio n it is fitting and
proper tha t we ded icate ourselve:> a new-all
.t hat we have a nd a ll that we ar e-to the ser vice of the University and the Guild, a nd to the
service of Christ. L et us bring our fa ilures and
our s uccesses to the altar of t he God who under stands. L et us n ot t hink of God leading us
only when we are on th e heig hts. H e is with
us in t he valley just as well. I n His m ysterious
way H e makes us read y by our s teadfastness
a nd devotion to ta ke our pa rt in the subsequent
bu ild ing of H is k ingdom her e on earth . H e
looks down from the balconies of H eaven and
finds women like you w ho th ink more of others
than of themsel ves-who will serve a great
cause beca use they bel ieve in its eternal values.
H e has placed befo re us this open d oor of service. He al one can give the vision, the dream,
the h ope, t he cou rage , the fa it h we need to
c<trry on the work of th e Guild. H e will giv e
m the power to see life a nd work as a quest
No vember, 1962

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS, left to right: Mrs. M .
W. Rogge man, M rs. R. C. W ange rin, Mrs. He nry
Moe llering.

ra t her than an ac hievem ent. It is true,-there
is work that is often hard and monotono us;
th ere are sometimes tasks tha t are drab and
d rear. Efficiency calls for organi zation, and
organ ization crys talizes in to rout ine, a nd rout ine is apt to rub the romance off any enter prise with pecul iar rapidity. But ask anyone to
whom the years have broug ht w isdom a nd
u.nderstanding,-and h e w ill tell you that men
come to honor and p eace not for the victories
faey have won , but by the battles they have
fought. All great things in t he world ha ve been
done by me n and women w h o l ived for an end
beyond life, and the greates t things in the
·world have bee n done by men and women who
live for God. By God 's providence we are st ill
on our journey to the quiet of eternity, where
we hope to arr ive in due time, and where we
shall have the joy of knowing that we have
tried to build bravely and courageously for
those who will come after us so that th ey might
r e ma in loyal to their heavenly vision .
And so I hope yo u will return to your various chap te rs with r enewed spirit a nd ins piration, keeping your fee t on the ground and at
t he sam e time having your eyes fixed on t he
pilot star. M ay we a lways be aware of the
Open D oor that has been placed before us, and
continue to serve the cause which l ies so close
to our hearts with consecr ated energy and with
g ra teful he arts for the opportunity of ser vice as
G od gives us the strength a nd wisdom. And
may we always trust the hand of G od-holding
us-although w e cannot see it-and rely on the
leading-strings of His divine providence. In
th is spirit may we continue to build with the
Guild.
Sci He idbrink
Executive Secre tar y
N ine

Minutes
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OF THE TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION
VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY GUILD
SEPTEMBER 27, 1952

The twenty-first annual convention of the
Valparaiso University Guild was opened with a
devotional service in the University Auditorium, on Saturday, September 27, 1952, at
9:00 A.M.
After the singing of the hymn, "Jesus,
Brightness of the Father," Professor Adolph T.
Haentzchel, Ph.D., head of the Department of
Philosophy, Valparaiso University, based his
address on Corinthians 1, Chapter 15, V.58.
~herefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord, and Galations 6, V.9. And let us not be weary in well
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not.
_ The speaker called attention to the fact
that both texts ai;e to be found near the end of
Paul's Epistles. It se~ms that Paul again wants
to remind God's people to do the will of the
Lord.
First love and enthusiasm to serve the Lord
are likely to fade out, and we are inclined to
let down in our efforts. We, too, must be roused
to new zeal and devotion; we must be reminded
that we are engaged in the work of God's Kingdom, namely; the salvation of immortal souls.
We need not worry about the success of our
labors, for they are in God's hands. Success is
not measured by any outward show, but by the
souls brought to the arms of Christ.
Dr. Haentzschel stated that God is abundantly blessing our labors at the University. We
cannot see all the fruits of our labors, and often
we must walk in faith and not by sight. Only
Eternity will make everything clear. There
among that blessed throng we shall glory in
the work God has wrought through our hands.
Dr. Haentzschel closed his address by imploring God to give to the members of the
Guild a full measure of courage and devotion.
An Anthem by the Chapel Choir, directed
by Dr. M. Alfred Bichsel, added to the beauty
and solemnity of the devotional period.
The Convention business session was called
to order at 9:30 A.M. by Mrs. E. T. J. Birner,
National Guild President.
Mrs. Birner welcomed the assembly, and
asked the Lord to bless and Guide our deliberations.
There was no objection to dispense with the
Ten

reading of the minutes of the twentieth annual
convention since they had been published in
the November issue of the Guild Bulletin.
The secretary's report on the Executive
Board meeting in Recital Hall on Friday( Sept.
26), was approved.
Mrs. William A. Drews, first vice-president
took the chair while Mrs. Birner, president,
gave her annual report.
Mrs. Birner began her report with the words
of the theme chosen for the twenty-first annual
convention, "Behold, I have set before thee an
open door." Viewing the open door as a symbol of opportunity, the opportunity for growth
and service, we unhesitatingly appropriate the
words "I have set before thee an open door" as
a fitting theme for this convention. Our president then reviewed briefly her activities during
the past year. She commended chapter presidents, field secretaries, and state unit presidents and all faithful members of the Guild
for their ready response to the needs of the
University. Mrs. Birner closed her report by
reminding us that our God, who opens doors
and provides the opportunities, will be with
us to bless our efforts as we labor in the field
which is ours.
The following resolution as presented by
Mrs. W. C. Wangerin, chairman of the Resolutions Committee, was adopted:
Whereas the annual report of the National Guild President contains much information of interest and inspiration to the
membership at large; Therefore be it
Resolved, That the report of the President be printed in the next issue of the
Guild Bulletin.
Committees which served during the past
year are the following:
Activities:
Mrs. Albert Moeller, Chairman
Mrs. R. Peck
Mrs. G. 0. Johnson
Nominations:
Mrs. Carl Krekeler, Chairman
Miss Louise Nicolay
Mrs. Charles St. Clair
Mrs. Walter Kraus
Mrs. Harvey Redemann
Resolutions:
Mrs. R. C. Wangerin, Chairman
Mrs. Henry Moellering
Guild Bulletin

Mrs. M. W. Roggeman
Revision s:
Mrs. A. 0. K ampe, Chairman
Mrs. L ouis H e inecke
Mrs. W. W. Wal ker
Project:
Mrs. Waller A. Hanse n, Chai r man
Mr:>. W. P. Holtz
Mrs. E dward S tegm a n
Parliamentarian:
Mrs. W. N. Hoppe
Histor ian:
M iss Louise F. Nicolay
R eporter for the 1952 Conventio n:
Mrs. E. A. Ritchie
The Nominating Committee presen ted the
following slate:
For the office of Pres ident:
Mrs. E. T. J. Birner
For the office of F irst V ice-President:
l\iJ:rs. W illiam A. Drews
Mrs. Fred Fircha u
F or the office of Second Vice-Pres id ent:
Mrs. L eonard Oehmke
Mn;. R. C. F r ank
For the offi ce of Sec re t ary:
Mrs. E. V. Ba r t holomew
M iss E llen H avekotte
F or the office of Treasurer :
Mrs. William Steinfeldt
M iss Hilda Ball mann
There were no fu r the r nominations from th e
fl oor . A motion lo accept the s la te as presented
by the nominating committee was made and
seconded. Carried.
Mrs. W ill iam Steinfeldt, treas ure r·, s ubmitted
th e follow ing repo r t.
Total balances on hand
July 8, 1 951 .............. $ 1,282.35
Total Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,326.40
T otal .... ...... ........... $43,608. 75
Total Disbursements ......... $43,064.23
Balance on hand J uly 1, 1952 $ 544.52
Mrs. Wangerin p r esented the fo llowing resol ution wh ich was adopted:
WHEREAS, we have heard the excellent
r e por t of our National T r eas u r er; and
W HER E AS we reali ze that the success is
due to the gr atifying wor k of each local
chapter a nd to each i ndividua l mem ber of
these chapters; T her efore be it
RESOL VED, To ex te nd our deepes t appr eciation to a ll.
A letter of a ud it fro m M r. W ilma r F. Ber nthal cer tified t he accoun ts of the Trea s urer, an d
his r eport was accepted.
Mrs. Steinfeldt next submitted the proposed
budget .for 1952-53.
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MRS . C. R. HEIDBRIN K and Mrs. M. F. Borg e lt, toast·
mistress, ch ecking la st m inute d e tails fo r th e convent ion b a n q ue t .

Bulletin . ................ ... .. $1,200.00
P r inting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
Travel-Orga n izational .. ... ... 1,500.00
T r avel-Chapter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000.00
T elep hon e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25.00
Treas urer's Bond ....... . .... .
1 2.50
Postage .. .... .. .... ..... .. .. .
25.00
Gifts .. . ......... ..... ...... .
1 00.00
Miscellaneous .. .............. .
100.00
Total

...................... $5,062.50

Mrs. Henry IV!oellering presented the fo llowing resolution which was adopted:
WHEREAS a budget based on past expenditur es and a llowi ng for additional expendit ures h as bee n su bmitted; The r efor e
be it
RESOL VED, T hat the p r oposed budget for
1952-53 in the amount of $5,062.50 be accepted.
The n ext or de r of b usiness called for the
report of our Na tional Executive Secretary,
Mrs. C. R. H eidbrin k.
Mrs. Heidbrink extended heartiest congratulations to the new ly elected and r e-elected ofEleven

ficers thr ougho u t the Guild. Our chapter s,
continued the speaker, a r c noted for undertaking big tasks. Projects and r esults may
vary, but some unknown force seems to fuse
the results into a strong unit of power that
makes the Guild a highly respec ted University
organization.
Mrs. Hei dbrink appealed aga in to each and
every member of the Guild to use her influence
so that many more women w ill hear the story
of the Guild and its objectives, and m any more
chapter s be organized.
Mrs. G eorge Gilbe rt of Newton, N.C., preside nt of the newly organized Catawba County
Chapter was introduced. The Cataw ba County
Chapter includes member s fro m Conover, Newton and Hickory, N. C. It was organized April
1, 1952, with twenty -two members.
On Augus t 26 a new Gu ild Chapte r was
established in Warren, Ohio. Mrs. Carleton
Fix, tempor ary c ha irman of that Ch apter, and
the vice-pr esident, M rs. Farley, were introduced.
Mr s. H eidbrink th en moved that the National G uild accept into membership the fo ll owi ng Chap ter s : Catawba County, North Ca r o1;na, a nd War re n , Ohio. The m otion w as seconde d. Carrie d .
The nine fie ld secretaries we r e introd uced .
T he S tate U ni t presidents wer e asked to a n-

nouncc the time and place of the State Unit
meetings.
In he r closing rema rks Mrs. H cidbrink urged
that .. we dedicate ourselves anew-all that we
have a nd all th at we a re-to the service of the
University and the Guild, and to the ser vice of
Christ. Let us bring ou r failures and our successes to the a ltar of God who understa nds.
Let us not think of God leading us only when
we are on the heights. He is with us in the
valley just as well. By G od's providence we
a re still on our journey to th~ quiet of eternity,
where we hope to arrive in due t ime, and
where we shall have the j oy of knowing that
w e have tried to build bra vely and couragcou:;ly for those who will come after us, so that they
might remain loyal to their heavenly vision."
The foll owing resolution presented by Mrs.
Moeller ing was adopted:
WHEREAS our Exec utive Secretary, Mrs.
C. R. H eidbrin k , has aga in so capably, zealously and gra ciously a ssisted with the a ffai rs of the Guild during the past year;
Therefore be it
RESOLVED, T hat we extend to her our
sincere a ppreciation and g ratitude.
Mrs. Alber t C. Moeller , chairman of the Acti vities Com mittee, mentioned sever al new
plays and other intrigui ng p rogr am materials
in her repor t, wh ich a re ava ilable- to a nyone
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looking for new program material. She urged
that the Activities Committee be placed on the
Chapters' mailing lists and that new and interesting program material be sent to them in addition to the Chapters' Calendars.
Mrs. W. W. Walker reported for the Revisions Committee in the absence of Mrs. A.
0. Kampe, chairman.
Mrs. Walker stated that the revised By-laws
<.'f the Guild, which had been mailed to all
Guild members since we met in convention
last year, had proven very adequate and for
that reason the Revisions Committee had no
report at this time.
Mrs. Birner thanked Mrs. Moeller and Mrs.
Walker for reporting on their respective committee activities.
Miss Louise Nicolay, Guild Historian, reported that she had added to the Guild's History the activities of the past year. She announced that the Guild Bulletins of the past
years are to be bound into two or three volumes for a permanent historical record.
Mrs. Birner expressed her thanks to Miss
Nicolay and commended her achievements as
Guild Historian.
Mrs. M. W. Roggemann presented the following resolutions which were adopted.
WHEREAS the Guild acknowledges the
progress made under the capable leadership of its officers, Field Secretaries and
~-Presidents of State Units; Therefore be it
RESOLVED, That the Guild gratefully acknowledge their untiring efforts and extend
to all · a sincere vote of thanks.
WHEREAS The Lutheran University Association and the Board of Directors of the
Valparaiso University Association have
given· their support to the Guild's program
and have underwritten the office of the
Executive Secretary again for the past
year; Therefore be it
RESOLVED, That our grateful thanks be
extended to them.
Our president now asked for the report of
the Project Committee.
Mrs. Walter A. Hansen, chairman of the
Project Committee, gave the following report:
Madam President-Members of the Guild:
Mrs. E. T. J. Birner and my co-workers on
Project Committee-Mrs. William Holtz
1. the
and Mrs. E. F. Stegman-have suggested that
it might be helpful to refresh your memory
as to the procedures followed in the selection
of a Guild project. I a3sured them that I am
convinced that every member of the Valparaiso
University Guild has made a careful study of
the new edition of the By-Laws. But in case
the details are not clear or fresh in your minds,
I want to call your attention to Section 3, ArNovember, 1952

Ucle IV, of the National By-Laws. Here we
read:
PROJECT FUND: All gifts and funds raised by the chapters through activities shall
be used for Special Projects determined
by the Guild at its convention. Expen.:;es
for operating the Guild shall be paid from
this fund.
This section tells us that all Guild funds
other than dues must be used for a special project or for special projects.
.
In Section 4, Artice X, we learn how special
projects are selected.
The Project Committee con.:;isting of
three members shall meet with the president of the University and the president
of the Guild, ex-officio, previous to the
convention. This committee shall propose
to the Executive Board one or more projects to be undertaken by the Guild. These
projects shall be in conformity. with the
purpose of the Guild. Final approval of
the project or projects shall be made by
the Guild at its convention.
Five years ago, in the summer of 1947, the
Guild undertook as its most. ambitious project to date the task of gathering funds for a
Prayer Chapel on the campus of Valparaiso
University. We set our goal at $100,000. ~his
sum was to be raised within a th'ree-year per-·
iod. As you know, we did . not quite reac~
our goal within the specifiecl period. Consequently, we had to carry over into 195l. in
February of 1951 we did complete the $100,000
Prayer Chapel Fund.
The remainder of the project furid for the
fiscal year 1950-51 and all project funds for
for 1951-52 were used by the University for
much needed repairs and improvements on the
campus.
Now the Guild is ready to consider a new
project.
On September 25, 1952 the Project Committee met with the President of the Guild, the
Executive Secretary, and Dr. 0. P. Kretzmann.
Naturally, our first anq bur~ing questions .to
Dr. Kretzmann were: Are we any nearer .to
the realization of our hopes for the Prayer
Chapel? Can we set even a tentative date
when the actual erection of a Prayer Chapel
will begin?
·
We know that construction of the Prayer
Chapel is contingent upon the building of the
large church which one day· will stand on the
highest point on the new East Campus. This
church will be consecrated to the service of
the ever living God and will stand through the
years as eloquent testimony to the fact that
Valparaiso University is dedicated to the cause
of Christian education.
Thirteen

In 194'/ we dared hope that the cons truc tion
of both church and chapel could be started well
within the three-year per iod set aside by the
Guild .for the gatheri ng of funds for the Pra yer
Chapel. We need offer neither excuse:; nor
explanations for the fact that this was not done.
We know only loo well lh al we live in troubled
and unce r tain times-times in which circums tances entirely beyond our control often co nspire to prevent the carrying-out of carefully
l a id plans.
A lthough, in our tal k with Dr. Kretzmann ,
w e soon realized that another delay was un avoidable and that il will be al least two yea rs
before we can begi n lo make plans for t he
uection of the Guild Prayer Chapel, we found
that, on the whole. the over-all picture is
brighter than ever befo re.
Many of you, I am su re, were pleased a nd
heartened by the action taken by the Central
District of the Lutheran Wom en's Missiona ry
League in its conven tion held on this campus
last month. At that time the following resolu tio n was adopted:
WHEREAS, we recognize t he mission potentia li ties on the campuses of all un iversities, and

WHEREAS, our L utheran University
sta nd:; high in the service of missions
among the s tuden ts who enroll al Va lpara i.::o University, a nd
WH EREAS, there is a great need !or a
house of wo rsh ip which w ill adequately
se rve a ll sluden ls on the campus of Valparaiso Uni versi ly, and
WHEREAS, other d istricts as well as our
own have m ade grants for simila r purposes in their respective areas, and
WHEREAS, we recognize the opportunities especially on the campus of our One
a nd Only L ut heran Un iversity al Valparaiso, Indi ana, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED that we memorialize
the Intern a tional Luthera n Women's Missionary Lea gue a t its 1953 convention to
make a substantial grant toward the erection of a chapel on t he campus of Valp:iraiso University, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the E xecutive Committee be authorized to prepa re the official re:;olution lo be presen ted
to t he I nterna ti onal Lu ther a n Wome n's
Missionary L eag ue.
I know that I speak for every member of
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the Guild when I express to the Central District of the Lutheran Women's Missionary League my own gratitude for the thoughtfulness
which prompted this action. As individuals
and as Guild members we hold in high esteem
« sister organization devoted to the great cause
of mission endeavors. We applaud the vision
and the understanding which leads the Lutheran Women's Missionary League to recognize
that Valparaiso University-as well as many
campuses throughout our land-offers a fertile
field for mission work.
Dr. Kretzmann pointed out to us the possibility that help in obtaining funds for the building of a University Church may be forthcoming
from another source. Therefore, in spite of setbacks and disappointments, hopes for the future begin· to take on a brighter aspect.
I know that you will be interested to learn
just where our Chapel Fund stands at this time.
As of September 25, 1952, we have a grand
total of $104,195.17. Of this sum $89,000 is
invested, largely in government bonds. Interest earned to date amounts to $2,366.44. I must
P.oint out that the rate of interest has increased
substantially during- the past two years. This
rise will continue.
I hope that this brief survey has given you a
better understanding of our Prayer Chapel Project. Even though the realization of our plans
has been delayed, we have the comforting
knowledge that this large sum of money, wisely
invested is available. Furthermore, this fund
is growing. As you know, all memorials-not
only those designated for the Guild, but those
designated for Valparaiso University as wellflow directly into the Prayer Chapel Fund. We
can better understand the importance of the
memorials when we realize that monies receivt.:!d in this way amount to almost $2,000 for
thf! fiscal year 1951-52.
We are ready now to go back to our meeting in Dr. Kretzmann's office on Thursday
afternoon.
Dr. Kretzmann gave us a clear and concise
picture, not only of the immediate urgent needs
of the University but of long-range plans for
the future as well.
The president of Valparaiso University told
us that .at the present time there is a most
pre:;sing need for· adequate and desirable hous~
ing for men students. He informed us that negotiations are now underway with the U. S.
Government to obtain a grant in funds to be
used for the erection of a men's dormitory.
Under the terms of this contract-or agreement-if and· when consummated, the Government will make available to Valparaiso University the sum of $500,000 in the form of a
loan to be amortized over a period of 40 years.
Estimates obtained by the Board of Directors
November, 1952

of Valparaiso University indicate that a dormitory with living-space for 200 men students
can be erected for $625,000. The University
will be required to provide the $125,000 over
and above the Government grant.
At the present time negotiations are well
under way and are, in fact, making satisfactory
progress. So far all Government responses to
the applications for funds have been favorable.
Consequently, barring unexpected complication
or delays, there is reason to hope that the construction of a new dormitory for men may be
begun next spring. If all goes well, the new
building should be ready for occupancy early
in 1954.
It is of the utmost importance, - however, to
emphasize the fact that Government transactions usually move slowly, that any transactions may become enmeshed in seemingly endle::s miles of red tape, and that, for one reason
or another, sometimes even the most promising
plans collapse entirely and fail to materialize.
Naturally, we earnestly hope that our cherished plans for a much-needed men's dormitory can be carried out. But we must understand that there is at least a possibility of disappointment.
The estimated cost of $625,000 does not include either furnishing or equipment for the
new building. For this reason, Dr. Kretzmann has asked whether the Guild might ~ish
to consider as its new project the underwriting
of the· purchase of furniture and equipment. for
the proposed men's dormit<?ry. The cost would
be approximately $100,000.
Dr. Kretzmann also· ·called our attention to
the fact that construction of the riew Student
Union will get underway in the summer of 195:1
and that here, too, the Guild could find mauy
worthwhile uses for its project funds.
After a careful study of the suggestions maw::
by Dr. Kretzmann, the Project Committee has
unanimously agreed that the pr.oposal to ask
the Guild to furnish and equip tl~e men's dol'~
mitory merits our earnest consideration and
wholehearted support.
Therefore, the Project Committee presents-tu.
the Executive Board and to the Convention
the following proposal:
That the Guild adopt as its project for
the next three years the purchase of furniture and equipment for the proposed new
men's dormitory at a cost of approximately
$100,000.
Our records show that this sum lies well
within the capabilities of the Guild.
The Project Committee feels, however,. th~t
it is wise to have ready a substitute proposal
in case Government negotiations break down
and it becomes impossible to carry out plans
for the new men's dormitory.
Fifteen

T herefore the Project Committee presents for your consideration the suggestion
that all project fund:; for the fiscal year
1952-53 be used to purchase equipment for
the new Student Union Building. But th is
substitute pr oposal is to go into effect only
when and if Dr. Kretzmann and the Board
of Directors of Valpa raiso University have
become convinced that all hope for a Government grant must be abandoned and that
the building of a dormitory for men must
be postponed indefinitey.
Anne L. Hansen , Chairman
Project Committee
Mrs. Birner thanked Mrs. H ansen fo r her
complete and excelle nt report. The president
slated that action would be delayed until the
afternoon session in order to give everyone the
o_pportun ity for furthe r d iscussion and serious
thought.
T he chai r man appoin ted the fo llowing tellers:
Mrs. William Buege
Mrs. W.W. Walker
Mrs. Russel H awley

B allo ts were distributed and we proceeded
with the election.
Dr. Kretzmann then invited discussion on the
proposed new project. Numerous questions
were asked and D1·. Kretzmann suppli ed the
iniormation.
Mrs. Birner introduced Mrs. Margaretta Tangerman, Dean of Women , Valparaiso University.
Mrs. Tangerman sa id that s he would lim it
her address to three points. First, the speaker
welcomed the opportunity lo express her appreciation to the Guild fo r t he part played in
br in g ing to the campus of Valparaiso Unive rsity the larges t fr esh man class in recent years.
She s tressed the fact that no one needs an education more than a wife and mother. Secondly,
the speaker touched on homesickness.
She explained that during the first few
w eeks there is a considerable amount of homes~ kness.
Mrs. T angerman suggested that parc·nts do not w ri te the students telling them how
much they ar e mi ssed at h ome, bu t rather how
glad they a re that they a re enrolled at Valpara iso University. Writing about illness in the
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Lome, too, is depressing a nd ca uses needless
worry. T hirdly, Mrs. Tangerma n explained
tr.e purpose of Tag Day on the ca mpus. It is
i.rom funds collected through the sale of ta gs
tha t the Yo ut h Council provides recr ea tional
facili t ies fo r the unde r-privileged children in
tne hill ar ea of Va lpara iso. These children
w ho have b een juvenile delinque nts have been
given a n oppor t u nity to enjoy wholesome recrea tion a nd the re has been a steady decline
in delinque ncy . Provision is a lso m ade for
these children to atte nd Sunday School on th e
c:impus. D ea n Ta ngerm an sta t ed that Va lparniso University is t he only Univer sity in th e
united State s sponsoring such a project on its
c;:i mpus, be cause we ar e a Christian school and
a Christia n atmosphe re pre vails on th e campus.
The preside nt tha nke d Mrs. Ta ngerman for
Ler inter esting a nd informative talk.
Mrs. Wangerin presen ted t he following r eso~ u ti o n which was a dopted :
WHEREAS Margar etta Sa ckville Ta ngerman, Dean of Women, has so capably and
efficie n tly assumed her r esponsibilit ies
and has wi th extraordina r y accomplishments fulfilled her office; Ther efore be it
RESOLVED , Tha t we exte nd to her our
gratitude and best wishes for God's blessing a nd con tin ued success.
F ollowing a nno unce ments by Mrs. H e idbrink a motion was made and seconded to r ecess. Carried . The President declar ed th e
meeting r ecessed a t 12:3 0 P.M., to be r e conven ed at 2:00 P .M.
'The r e convened meeting was calle d to order
by the preside nt a t 2:00 P .M.
Mrs. Le onard Oeh mke, second vice -presiden t,
introduced Miss Eunice Kretzmann, a stude nt at Valpar aiso Univer :;ity, w ho spoke to us
on India. Miss K re tzm ann was born in India.
H er parents are serv ing a s missionarie s the re,
a nd she, too, call:; In dia her hom e.
The spea ker describe d the geograph ical aspects of India a nd a lso the language , customs,
,md r eligion of its people.
The temple, housing the villa ge G od, is in
charge of the village priest. There is no congr ega tional wor ship, only on special festival
d ay s do large crowds assemble. It is the n tha t
the h ea the n in h is blind ness bows down to
wood and stone.
The missiona rie s are dedicated to reach these
be.> nigh led souls. Altho ug h the r e are li ttle
w hi te churches wher e t he congrega tion assembles to worsh ip, the m i:;sionaries go to the
h ome s a nd places of business of the natives
to tell them the story of J es us.
The president than ke d Miss Kretzma nn for
her in teresti ng and infor mative talk.
R oll call r e vealed that fi ve past presiden ts,
all n a tional officer s, three chairmen of comNovember, 1952

m itte es, five field secretaries, five state-unit
presiden ts, the parliamentaria n, the historian ,
a nd two-hundre d ninetee n Guild membe rs including the cha pte r preside nts wer e in a t tendance.
Mrs. Wangerin presented the following resol ution , which w as adopted:
WHEREAS the Ce ntral District of the Luth er a n Women 's Missionary Le ague has
re cognized mission potentia lities on the
campus of Valpara iso University; a nd
WHEREAS they ha ve recognized the
need for a house of worship which will
a dequately serve all students on the ca mpus of Valparaiso University; a nd
WHEREAS they propose to auth or ize the
Executive Committee of the Lutheran Wom en 's Missionary League to pre pa r e an official re solution to be presented to the
Inte rnational Lutheran Wome n's Mission ar y L eague bi-a nnual Conven tion; Therefore be it
RESOLVED , That the Na tional University
Guild comme nd the a ction a nd con sider ation of the Ce ntral District of the Luthera n
Women's Missionary League a nd express
its sincere gratitude to this organiza t ion .
Mrs. Birner introduced the ne xt sp eaker
on our program , Professor L. Albert Wehling,
J .D., head of the D epartme nt of Government,
Va lpa raiso Univ ersity.
The s peaker related several incide nts to
prnve that a mother exerts a tremendous ini luence on h er childre n in their h abits perta ining to he alth, s uch as proper eating habits
a11d also their attitude toward religion. Even
when these children become adults and ar e
a way from home, the early training is still a
guide to living.
A woma n's voice ca n become ver y powerful
in the affairs of government, too, by tra ining
~tnd e ncouraging the f amily in the proper a tt itude toward civic du ties.
Just to vote on election day, just to be voting, is n ot e nough. The candidates' p er sona lities should be studied as well a:; the issues invol ved. The speaker favore d women seeking
public office, a nd ta king an active part in the
affa ir s of governmen t.
Mrs. Wangerin presented the following r esolutions which w e re adopted:
WHEREAS Professor L. Albert We hling ,
J .D., has presented a n enligh tening address
on " A Woma n's Voice in Governmen t ;"
Therefore be it
RESOLVED, Tha t this discourse should be
a n e ncouragemen t to all wom en to p erform
and pra ctice the ir civic du ties a nd r ights;
and be it
R ESOLVED fur ther , That we e xpress our
sincere thanks and gra titude to him .
Seventeen

WHEREAS we are rapidly approaching
the election of the President of the United
States and other candidates for governmental offices; Therefore be it
RESOL VED, T hat we as Christians ask
divine guidance in exercisin g our duties as
citizens in this election; and be it
RESOLVED furth er , That we ask our
Heavenly Father to bestow His blessings
upon our country and its candidates.
The chairman now presented Mr. E. H . Ruprecht, in charge of student procurement at
Valparaiso University.
It was evident that Mr. Ruprecht was very
happy to announce that 615 freshmen had
enrolled at Valparaiso University. He expressed his appreciation to the Guild for the
work they had done in calling attention to
Valparaiso University through various activities w i thin the chapter and by individual contacts.
Last year 538 names of students had been
sent in. T hese wer e followed up by sending
out informative literature, and whenever posi, ible by a personal call.
1952, said the speaker, is a low point in the

number of graduates from the high schools.
There will be a gradual rise between the years
1954 and 1957 .
Too many of our Lutheran students are attending other colleges. The University is set
up to ser ve 2,000 students. It costs just as
much money to serve 1600 students as it doe::;
2,000 students. An increase of 400 in the enrollment would improve the financial situation
immensely. Mr. Ruprecht urged that the Guild
exert every effort to bring in the extra 400
next year.
Followi ng Mr. Ruprecht's address Mrs. Moellering pr esented the following resol utions
wh ich were adopted:
WHEREAS Mr. E. H. Ruprecht, Director
of Student Enrollment, has through his untiring efforts achieved remark able results
by procuring the enrollment 0£ 615 freshmen, the largest freshman class in recent
years; Therefore be it
RESOLVED, Tha t we extend lo him our
appreciation as well as our thanks.
WHEREAS on August 11 , 1952, the Lord
blessed Dr. and Mrs. 0. P. Kretzmann with

MRS. PAUL BLOCK of Me rrill, W isconsin, hea d s this table of g uests at the conventio n banquet.
E ighteen

Guild Bulletin

a son and a future student, Stephen Paul;
Therefore be it
RES OLVED, That we extend to th e par ents our hea rtiest congratulations, and to
Stephen Paul our sincer e good wishes and
t he Lord's richest blessings.
Mrs. William Drews, first vice-presiden t presented the Guild Special.
Since the additional new pieces of furnitu r E>
which had been placed in the recreational
room of Guild H all seemed to be in use and
were really much too heavy to be brought to
the Univer sity auditorium, Mrs. Drews listed
the additional pieces of furniture which h ad
been purchased as our Guild Special for 1951 52 on a scroll, w hi ch she then presented to
Dr. Kretzm ann. Dr. Kretzmann accepted thP
gift on behalf of t he " Guild Girls," a dding that
t his gift from the Guild, like other gifts in the
past, is a fine addition to gracious living on thE>
campus.
Dr. Kre tzmann took this opportunity to
t hank the Guild for the resolution a dopte d concerning Stephen P a ul.
Mrs. E . W. Schultz, first na tional presiden t
of t he Guild from 1931 -1933, presented three
beautiful Bibles to Dr. Kretzmann as a gift
from p as t presidents of the Guild. The Bibles
were inscribe d w it h t he names of the three
girls' dormitories, Guild, Memorial, and Altruria; and are t o be placed on the a l tars in
their respective cha pels.
Dr. Kretzman n accepted t he gift on be half
of the University a nd thanke d the donors for
their fitting gift.
Mrs. Roggema n presented the following resol ution:
WHEREAS the pas t presiden ts have devoted much time a nd individual talents
during their year s of service a nd have with .
divine guidance so conscientiously a nd
ze alously served their respec tive terms,
and
WHEREAS these past presidents have pre~ented three beautiful Bibl es to Val parai:;;o
University to b e used in the chapels of the
residence ha lls ; T herefo re be it
R ESOLVED, That we extend our sincere
gratitude for a ll their accomplishments
th roughout their yea rs of service; an d be it
RESOL VED fu rther, That th e m embers of
the Guild acknow ledge this generous g ift
w ith a rising vote of thanks.
Dr. Kretzmann bega n his Report on the University by asking the question, "What ma k es
an institution great a nd good, and where does
one get a concept of a Univer sity?"
Supplying the a nswe r to the question, t he
s peaker said tha t t he kind of p eople who are
there and the kind of peopl e who st aff a university determine its greatness. Dr. Kretzmann
N ovcm l>er, 1962

said, "We should be very proud of th ese people
a t Va lpar aiso University." He warned against
allowing boys and girls to become confused by
'' big name" or "glamour school s." " It ought to
be clear in our minds that the ultimate test is:
Who are t he people who are running it?"
Continuing his report, the speaker stated that
there had been important developments since
l ast year. The University has t a ken over t he
a cademic training in the Lutheran Hospital, Ft.
Wayne, Indiana, and has combined forces with
the Norman Beatty Memorial Hos pital, near
Westville, Indiana, in setting up courses on the
Juni or College level.
T he Engineering Department is st eadily getting be tter, and the Department of Elementar y
Education has proven to be a ver y important
devel opment. The health service on the campus has been greatly improved through the services of Dr. He nry G. Poncher, who is wellknown- and a famous diagnostician.
To date there are 1,642 students enrolled on
the campus of Valparaiso University.
Dr. Kretzmann stated that the University ca n
train a student for the first two years in any
field he might choose. These first two year s
are tremendously important in the emotional
life of a student.
Mrs. Wangerin presen ted the following resolu tion f or adoption:
WHEREAS President 0. P. Kretzmann has
again contributed so much to the spiritual
a tmosphere of our Convention through his
timely counsel by word a nd sentiment;
Therefore be it
RESOLVED, Tha t we express our sincere
t ha nks and gratitude to him.
Mrs. Walter Hansen again presented the proposal of the Project Committee. It was moved
a nd seconded that we accept the proposal of
the Project Committee. Carried.
Mrs. Hansen then presented the following
substitute proposal in case Government negotiations bre9k down, and it becomes impossibl e
to carry out pla ns for the new men 's dormitory: "Therefore th e Proj ect Committee presents for your consideration the suggestions
that a ll proj ect funds for the fiscal year 1952-53
be used to purchase equipment for the n ew
Stude nt Union building. This s ubstitute proposal shall go into effect only when Dr. Kretzma nn and the Board of Dire ctorn of Val paraiso
University become convinced that all hope for
a gov ernment grant must be a ba ndoned."
Dr. ' Kretzmann at this time explained t hat
t he students decided to tax themsel ves thirty
dollars p er year to finance t he Student Union
building. The Student Council fee has been
r a ised from fifteen to for ty-five dolla r s per
year. This fee .is paid at the time of registration, thus g uarantees an aP,proximate inNineteen

come of forty-five thousand dollars per year.
The Student Union building will be the center
of all social activity.
A motion was made and seconded to accept
the substitute proposal of the Project Committee. Carried.
Mrs. Moellering presented the following
resolution which was adopted:
WHEREAS the student body through its
initiative and courageous action has embarked upon a venture of fi nancing a Student Union; Therefore be it
RESOL VED, T hat we recognize t h is commendabl e action and extend our very best
wishes for a speedy and successful realization of their hopes and ambitions.
WHEREAS the Project Committee has
presented to the members of the Valparaiso University Guild the fo llowing proposal: That the Guild adopt as its project
for the ne xt three years the purchase of
furniture and equipment for t he proposed
new men's dormitory at a cost of approxim a tely $100,000 (one hundred thousand
dollars) ; Therefore be it
RESOLVED, That the Guild adopt as its
project for the next three years the purchase of furniture and equipment for the
proposed new men 's dorm itory at a cost

of approximately $100,000 ( one hundred
thousand dollars); and be it
RESOLVED further, That we urge our
Chapters and individual members to give
their whole hearted support to this project.
WHEREAS the Project Committee has
presented a substitute proposal in case
Government negotiations break down and
it becomes impossible to carry out plans
for the new men's dormitory; Therefore
be it
RESOLVED, That all proj ect funds fo r the
fiscal year 1952-53 be used to purchase
equipment for the new Student Union
building in the event that the plans of the
Lutheran University Association for a new
men's dormitory do not materialize.
The tellers reported the following election resul ts:
President . .. . .. .. ... . . . Mrs. E. T . J. Birner
First Vice-President ... . Mrs. William Drews
Second Vice-President .. . . Mrs. R. C. Frank
Secre tar y . .... . . .. . Mrs. E . V . Bartholome w
'l'reas urer ... . .. .. .. Mrs. William Steinfeldt
Mrs. Birner expressed her sincere thanks
to Mrs. Leonard Oehmke, r etiring second vicepresiden t, for her faithfu l performance of duties during her term of office.

STUDENTS from the department of physical education waiting to se rve the convention banquet.
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Mr s. Wangerin presented the foll owi ng resolu tion:
W HEREAS Mrs. Leonard Oehmke has graciously, u n tiringly and most capabl y ful f illed the duties of her office as second
vice-president of the Nationa l G uild for
the past year ; T herefore be it
RESOLVED, That we ex tend to her our
sincer e appreciation for her faithful service by a rising vote of t hanks.
Mrs. Moelle ri ng pr esented the following
resol u tion w hich was ado pted:
WHEREAS five dollars per year from eac h
chapter is designated for t he G uild Special ; Ther efore be it
RESOLVED , That the Guild Special for
1952- 53 be used to pr ocure an academic
gown for the President of the Univer sity,
if possible the motif to be composed of th~
school colors; and be it
R ESOL VED f u rther , T hat china for serving tea be acquired for each woman's
residence.
Mrs. W angerin presented the following reso0lution of tha nks to a ll w h o had contributed to
ihe success of the convention:
WHEREAS th is ann ual convention has
been a sou rce of inspiration and stimulation to a ll who attended ; a nd
WHEREAS much car eful planning a nd effo r t was requ ired; Therefore be it
RESOL VED , T hat our sincer est thanks be
extended to the following w h o have contributed to a l arge extent in m a king this
1952 an n ual conven tion of the Valp araiso
Universi ty Guild a great and bl essed success:
\; on vention committees of the Valparaiso
cHapter ; C row n Point chapte r ; Dr. Adolph
Haentzschel ; Dr. Bichsel and the Chapel
L;hoir; C hairmen of t he s tanding committees; the Proj ect Committee; P r esiden t
O. P. K r etzmann; D ean Margaretta Sackville Tangerman; Miss E unice Kretzmann;
Dr. L. A. Wehling; Mr. E. H . Ruprecht;
Physical Education majors of t he Women's
Athl etic Department under the direction
of Miss F ly nn, Miss Br own a nd M iss Foss;
Mrs. Oliver Graebner; Dr. Flei:;cher; Mrs.
E. A. R itche, and to all who in any way,
aided by the ir prayer s, g ifts an d l abors,
added blessings to these days of busy meeting.
Following announcements by Mr s. H e idbrink
p ertain ing to the banquet, the Con vention
was brough t to a close a t 4:55 P.M. with the
praying of the L ord's Prayer in u nison.
Mrs. E. V. Bartholomew,
Secretary
Novem ber, 1952
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A mo unt

H AMMOND
Mrs. Els ie 'Eggebrech t .....................................SI 10.00
Mrs. Jeanette Hcid tmann ........................
2.00
Mrs. Anna Myers ...............................
7.00
llfartin Findling .................. .................................
8.00
Mrs. Mela Welsh ................................................ 76.00
Mr. L i nk ............................... ................................ 12.00
Ge r tr ude Tndcwalde ........................................ ...
2.00
Mr. Fred Son nen berg ........................................
3.00
Mrs. Edw. Eggebrech t ....................................
5.00
Mrs . E ls ie Eggebrech t ..........................................
5.00
Mrs. Meta Welsh ................................................ 10.00
Mrs. Meta Welsh ....................................................
5.00
Mr. Marlin Findling ............................................ 10.00
LOGANSP ORT
(No Nume Gi ven ) ............................................
5.00
MER R IL L
Mrs. Gilbe r t.son ..
............................. 13.00
Mr. Rober t Genrich ................. ............................
2.00
M I LWAU l<EE
Flore nce C. l.lrinkmnn ........................................
2.00
Mrs. Emma Zschom ler ........................................
5.0U
Mrs. Emma Zschomler ................................ .......
2.00
Mr. Augus t Linde ............................................
2.00
MILWAU K EE EVE.
E mma Greve ........................................................ 20.00
Gus t.av Reiser ......................................................
2.00
M ISHA WA l(A- SOUTH BEND
Louis Grabo wski ................................................
5.00
Ve lma Mae Cones .............................................. 25.00
Pau I Droege ............................... ..........................
2.00
Mrs . Mar ie Rossow ...................... .......................
5.00
MONROE
H arley Waitma n ..................................................
6.00
ll1rs. Edmund Grau( ............................................
2.00
M OUNT C LEM ENS
Mrs. E me lie Dick ................................................ 23.00
Dr. H. H. Wiley ............................. ......................
2.00
OLEAN
Mr. W illiam Young ..........................................
5.00
Mrs. Emma Ma rker t ............................................ 10.00
OSHKOSH
Mr. Walter Busse ..............................................
6.00
REEDS B URG
Mrs. J osephine Kleb .............................................. 19.00
Mr . Albert Gade ..................................................
1.00
Corp. Arvid E. Steele .......................................... 21.00
ROCKFOR D (St. Paul's)
Mr. E lme r F ogg .....................................
14.00
AK RO N
Mr . L ouis H einz
5.00
A NT IGO
Mr. A. L . AveLullement ................ .
LOO
Mr. M. E. Uebel .............................. ..
2.00
A PP L E T ON
Julius Sch ne ide r ................................................. .
6.00
BALTIMORE
Mr s. Elizabeth Leutncr ......................
2.00
BAY C ITY
M1·s. J oh n Lange ................................
2.00
BU FFALO
Marie Siever t Kulow ............................................
5.00
Be rtha W. Sc hutt ................ ............................. . 10.00
H a rry E. Clans .................................................... 10.00
C HI CAGO
Mrs. Ta t ge ............................................... .
100.00
Bertha Glawe ........................................................
7.00
D E TROI T
Mrs. Hanna Drott ......... .................................. l 1.00
Re v. Otto Ma ro hn ..............................................
7.00
Mrs . J ohn Westpha l ..........................................
5.00
Mrs. l.lartlelt La Due ....................................... .. 20.00
Mr. Harry Eberline .......................................... 15.00
Mrs . 1'1a ric Weisse ............................................... .
2.00
D UN DEE
Mrs. Emma Bruening ........................................ .
5.00
EAU C L A IRE
La m bert Kopplin ............................................... 17.00
ELGIN
Mr. Fred Rei mer ........................................... ..
3.00
Mr. Fred Reim er ..............................................
:J.00
Mrs. Kathe rine Lo hr .......... .................................
2.00
Col. Clyde C. Mi ner ..........................................
2.00
Mrs . Minnie Broederdor! ....................................
2.00
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"Behold, I Have Set B efor e Thee An Ope n
Door." If there were no other word from the
Scriptures to inspir e the Guild, this one, chosen
for the motto of the 21st annual convention
of the Valparaiso University Guild, would be
an invitation and a challenge sufficient to carry
each member to new unknown heights in the
task set before her.
T he convention was blessed from the beginning to its happy ending with perfectly beautif ul fa ll weather as we know it h er e in the
m iddle west.
My privilege and duties as con ve ntion r eporter gave me a brand new vi ew of a national

Guild convention. It furnished me wiih an opportunity and desire to wan t to see every thing
going on and be a part of it. After covering
as many meetings, conferences, and events as
time would a llow, I have come away more than
Pver convinced that the a n n ual Guild convention does priceless things io its officers, deleg<l tes, and members in making evermor e clea r
the value of the Guild as part of the Univer sity
and in renewing the zeal that each member
must feel if she is to go back to her chapter
and attempt n ew goals.
It seemed to thi3 re porte r, if such a thing
w .:: re p cssible, that t hi:; p a r ticul ar convention
had see n its ch allen ge a nd met i t with a very
business-like, smooth-running, well-f unctionmg, an d p urposeful agenda.

Reg ist::-ation, special committee mee tings a nd
c. meeting of all field secret aries and chap ter
presidents were held Friday forenoon.
A ll
were very well a ttended and fruitfu l in accomplishme nts.
T l": e exec utive boa rd meeting on Friday afternoon became ::o :;pirited in discussion ii
In d to be h alte d so th at ihe representatives
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could get their dinners before the evening
schedule began.
On Saturday morning, national president,
Mrs. E. T. J. Birner, opened the general mee ting and in her own very sincere way in her annual report struck the key for the whole convention. Her very evident interest in the good
of the Guild inspired many to enter d iscussions
and to voice their interest regarding the welfare of the Guild in its work for the University.
Detailed reports of the actual items brought up,
discussed, and accomplished will be found elsewhere in this bulletin in reports from the separate officers, committee heads, etc.
During the general business meeting Mrs.
E. W. Schultz, of the Milwaukee chapter and

clso first national president of the Guild, presented to President Kretzmann in the name of
all the past president three large, beautiful
Bibles covered with red leather and inscribed
in gold letters, to be used in the ch apels of
the residence halls.
It would not be this reporter's in ten ti on to
convey that the convention was all work and
r.o play. I am convinced that it was one of
the most sociable ever. It seemed everyone
just wanted to greet all of her old Valpo
friends and make as many new ones as time
would allow.

Sociability just had to result from the friendliness and happiness shown at the social hour
held in Kroencke Hall on Friday night. Durin the evening an interesting program of
rhythm and exercises by physical education
majors showed the type of work that is done
by the girls in physical education at the university and what the average coed chooses
<ind wears in the matter of clothe;, while on the
campus. The models in both groups just gave
us a small sample of the attractiveness of our
university girls. The members of the Crown
Point chapter together with a committee from
the Valparaiso chapter headed by Mrs. H. C.
Hesse proved very charming and efficient hostesses, serving delicious refreshments to climax
the social hour of the f irst convention day.
On Saturday night the annual convention
banquet in the gym of Central High School
iound its participants in a candle-lighted room
where bea utifully decorated tables boasted
quaint bird-feeders among leafy branches with
colorful birds for companions. Here we heard
lovely music and dined sumptuously, while
very charming Mrs. M. F. Borgelt of the Minneapolis chapter acted as toastmistress. Dur ing
the evening the Guild presented Mrs. L eonard
Oehmke with a gift of appreciation. The
banquet evening was highlighted by the very
interesting and informative address, "The EduNovember. 1952
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cation of Women," by Kate Hevner Mueller,
associate professor, college of education, of t he
University of Indiana.
The evening was brought to a very fitting
cl ose in the q uiet and beauty of Immanuel
Church, with organ music by Mrs. Oliver
Graebner, when D r. Kretzma nn delivered an
inspiring address on r ededication and installed
the national officers of the G uild d uring the
vesper service.
Sunday morning, very early, found us down
m the Al truria dining room to enj oy a hearty
breakfast served to us by the untiring members
of the Valparaiso Chapter .
We l ater attended the Su nday morni ng service in the University A ud itorium where the
Reverend Professor Richard Caemmerer of
Concordia Seminary of St. Louis reassured and
aga in inspired our members to continue to ofier "A Doorway for the Word."
And so the 21st annual convention of the
Valparaiso University Guild became a part of
the past b ut it had done its ver y necessary
part in helping its members to want to strive
for new hor izons in "building with the Guild."
Olivia 0. Ritchie, reporter
Twenty-Three

